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November 18, 2024

Anne Sodergren, Executive Officer
California State Board of Pharmacy
2720 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95833

Dear Ms. Sodergren:

| understand that some concerns have been raised by stakeholders about the applicability of
the Board of Pharmacy’s pending compounding regulations to licensees of the Medical Board
of California (MBC). Existing statute (see Business and Professions Code (BPC) section
2220.5) makes it clear that only the MBC can discipline its physician licensees.

Whenever a physician is engaging in compounding (or any other action that their medical
license authorizes them to perform) they must always do so consistent with the standard of
care. For the purposes of MBC’s enforcement program, the standard of care is established by
expert testimony in the context of the facts and circumstances of a specific case.

It is certainly possible that whatever regulations that are implemented by the Board of
Pharmacy may influence the standard of care for physicians who are compounding,
especially since some of the proposed regulations reflect what is already required for
physician compounding under federal law, including, but not limited to, Section 503A of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (BPC section 2225(b) allows MBC to investigate
violations of federal law related to the practice of medicine).

Feel free to share this message with others as you see fit who might also be concerned about
the applicability of their pending regulations to the physician community.

Please contact me if you have any further questions.
Sincerely,

/&/Z 7V MW&

Reji Varghese
Executive Director
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